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DOrset's Disability Charity

DIVERSE ABILITIES IS THE ONLY CHARITY IN DORSET
THAT SUPPORTS CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH
PROFOUND PHYSICAL AND/OR LEARNING DISABILITIES,
AND THEIR FAMILIES, THROUGH A RANGE OF SERVICES.

DIVERSE ABILITIES PROVIDES OVER 70,000 HOURS OF SUPPORT FOR

CHILDREN IN A YEAR. DIVERSE ABILITIES PROVIDE OVER 180,000
HOURS OF SUPPORT FOR ADULTS IN A YEAR. HIRGOSTSSOVERNETAZO00RAS
DAYSLO FvUIN FATSO TR ESS ERVIGESS DIVERSE ABILITIES 15 GCOMMITTED
10" FROVIDING A LIFETIME FARTNERSHIE FOh' THE FEOFLE W
SUPFORT.

DIVERSE ABILITIES SUPPORTS OVER 600 FAMILIES IN
DORSET. FOVERFO00SSTAFESWORKSACROSS STHERCHARITYASESERVICES:

OUR MISSION

To enable children and adults with disabilities to achieve their full potential
by providing a lifetime of sustainable support and educational services.

OUR VISION

To be the leading disability charity locally offering the broadest choice of
high quality services tailored to individual needs.

THANK YOU

A big thank you goes to everyone
that has been involved with the
charity since the day it was formed
and to those that have contributed
to this piece of history, which is
celebrating the past 60 years of the
charity.

This book is dedicated to
everyone that has been a part of
Bournemouth, Poole & District
Spastics Society; Dorset Spastics
Society; Dorset Scope and Diverse
Abilities throughout the eras.

Happy reading!

Jenny and Hugh - Diverse Abilities
Communications Team

3-4
5-6
7-10
11-14
15-18
19-22
23-26
27-30
31-36
37-38
39-45
46

CONTENTS

SNAPSHOT OF OUR HISTORY
HOWIT ALL BEGAN

NIFTY 50s
SWINGING 60s
PSYCHEDELIC 70s
BOOMING 80s
NOTORIOUS 90s
THE NOUGHTIES
2010s

NOW

OUR MEMORIES

BE PART OF OUR FUTURE




CHAPTER1 SNAPSHOT OF OUR HISTORY

DiversePiities)

Dorsetrs Disability Chaity

Five year lottery bid
Land was to develop services it
purchased for Rl The charity is
Edward House disabilities in north rebranded to
residential care . = and west Dorset Diverse Abilities
home for adults FindtHomicie : : to simplify the
¢ _ the community = B Residents of Diverse Abilities name and logo
First centre opens A centre was Langside was Edward House Bungalow Barnabas - day bungalow (now £120.000 lotte Edward House Plus has 14
in Bournemouth constructed extended and opened and a purchased to opportunities supported living) TRV d?(; moved into their Name changed to bungalows to Barnabas
two days a week in Poole, now opened by The number of adults provide children’s centre for adults - opens at 19 Manor gxt Al own homes and Edward House Diverse Abilities Plus support adults in celebrates
Langside School Seekers moved in respite opens Avenue supported 24/7 was sold Dorset 20 years

1993
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Poole & District
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the society
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named Smithers

1996
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2002

Barnabas
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Shapes was born
to provide support
to children and
families in their own
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Langside awarded
specialist school
status
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Coping with Chaos
and Disability
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Diverse Abilities
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Much support
is received from
volunteers
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Diverse Abilities
celebrates 60
years of making
a difference and
currently supports
over 600 children
and adults across
its services, plus
their families, in
Dorset.



CHAPTER 2

committee appointed.

S]ﬁlzalét—icuchildren _;"

| ¥ AM tryving to ftrace parents Of
r spastic_~hildren who live in this
area, with the.ldea vi-loroing 4
arent Group. e
Anyone who is interested wnuld
they pilease write 1c 1nc.
(Mrs.) P. J. EDWARDS.
43 Paddingion-grove, West Howe
Bournemouth.

HOWIT ALL BEGAN
THE EDWARDS FAMILY

Phyllis and John Edwards’ daughter, Marilyn, was born in 1948 with cerebral palsy. It took nearly two years for her disability
to be diagnosed and Phyllis was told to, ‘put her away she will only be a cabbage’.
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Undeterred, Mrs Edwards discovered a need for support for local families with disabled children and wrote a letter to the
Bournemouth Daily Echo in 1955. The advert received a number of responses and within two months a group was formed
with the parents’ intention to provide better opportunities for children with physical and learning disabilities.

The first meeting was held in Mrs Edwards’ front room, the Bournemouth, Poole & District Spastics Society was formed and a
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THE BEGINNING - BY PHYLLIS EDWARDS

My second daughter Marilyn was born on 1 October 1948. She was born
severely disabled but this wasn’t recognised by the medical profession
until she was nearly two years old. At six months I began to think she
was in need of perhaps vitamin tablets, or some sort of medication as
she appeared not to have much strength in her arms and legs. I took
her to the clinic and asked for advice only to be told I was just an over-
anxious mother and that Marilyn was perfect in every way.

Just after her first birthday she appeared to be getting stronger and
would try and pull herself up to a standing position but her arms and
legs were still floppy. When she tried to pick up a cup, she would miss
it, or knock it over. She had a very intelligent expression and would
look at me as if to say “I won’t be beaten.”

When Marilyn was 18 months old I was advised by my GP to take her to
see a paediatrician as she wasn’t making any progress. After explaining
about Marilyn, he said: “And what do you expect me to do?” Ilooked

at him in astonishment and said T've come to you for help. I've tried
everything, but her progress is very slow. I then had the shock of my
life. He told me that no one could do anything for her; she will never
grow up as a normal person. It was a dreadful shock, [ came away, as
you can imagine, in tears. I saw my GP and he confirmed that Marilyn
was brain damaged.

When Marilyn was four years old, she was walking fairly well, had
learnt to pick up a cup and drink, and could feed herself by placing her
thumb alongside the spoon. She was very hyperactive, not destructive,
but would open drawers and throw everything out, liked to investigate
the gas cooker and turn taps on. She couldn’t concentrate, couldn’t
talk, had only a few words, and needed very little sleep.

It got to a point that I felt I was sacrificing three lives for the sake of one
and neglecting my other daughter. My health was not good and I came
to the conclusion I couldn’t go on like this forever. With no help it was
an impossible situation, so my husband and I agreed it that after her
fifth birthday Marilyn should be admitted to Coldeast Mental Hospital,
but on the very same day we had to go and sit in front of a Magistrates
Court, where the question was asked, “do you want this to happen

to your daughter?” I wanted to scream out “no we don’t but what are
you going to do to help her”? I knew the answer; I couldn’t fight this
anymore after five years. The powers that be had won and she had to
be certified as simple minded. She was admitted to Coldeast Hospital.

I then decided to write to the National Spastics Society (NSS) in
London. I poured out my heart and was so pleased when they answered
my letter so sympathetically, saying that parents of disabled children
were writing to them day after day telling their similar stories, and
suggested I should start a group for parents with disabled children.
Apparently there were groups forming up and down the country but
so far nothing was happening in Bournemouth, Poole or surrounding
areas. I had no idea how to start a group up but then a small voice
inside my head said to me; well what are you going to do about it? You
are criticising other people, you are no different yourself. It made me
stop and think... was there something I could do? I thought about it for
a few more weeks hoping someone else would come along with lots of
ideas, but nothing happened. Still the small voice wouldn’t go away.

Then one day I decided to write just a short letter to the Bournemouth
Daily Echo... I received no replies so had another go and wrote a second
letter. This time I was successful and nine people replied and so it
began...
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The school took a systematic approach to the teaching, content and timing of the
curriculum but it remained flexible enough to ensure that the best possible use was
made of available time and resources. The curriculum included subjects such as
arts and science alongside basic skills such as toilet training, feeding and dressing.
Play experiences included sand and water, finger painting and dressing up. Sensory
and social training continued throughout the children’s school life. Speech therapy
also took place with the aid of Makaton signs and symbols.
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In many cases these units
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CHAPTER 4

The teaching staff increased as Langside grew to
support 25 children and plans became quite ambitious
with regards to its growth. Work started on an extension
to the school, which included a training and treatment
room complete with specially designed physio and
speech therapy room, consulting room, admin office,
modern kitchen and caretaker’s flat. The cost was met
by the generosity of the public through fundraising, the
Cluewin football scheme and a grant from the Spastics
Society.

The larger size Langside was then officially opened by
The Seekers, an Australian folk-influenced pop group, in
July 1967. There to witness this was the Sheriff of Poole
and his Lady, the Mayor and Mayoress of Christchurch,
the Mayor and Mayoress of Wareham, Alderman and Mrs
D S Scott and some 300 guests.

In the early 1960s the demands on the Langside
facilities increased so quickly that an additional
class and therapy room, coupled with a toilet block
and storage space, were soon needed. In 1962, the
additional class room and therapy room opened,
plus a hydrotherapy pool in 1963.

ce
Poole Kau.—v\oQ Tablers Lonate an awmbulaw

For two years running, the Poole Round Tablers very
kindly sponsored a fund on the charity’s behalf and
donated a much needed ambulance in 1965. This
13-seater vehicle was specially designed for carrying
wheelchairs and fitted with a rear ramp. It was very
beneficial to the Society as it meant children could be
transported to and from school or out on trips.

S —————
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CHAPTER 5

feiing
EDWARD HOUSE
FIRST OF KIND

After the construction of Langside it was
decided there was a need for somewhere
adults could move on to once they reached
19 years of age. In 1967 land was purchased
in Talbot Drive, Poole for a residential i
home to accommodate adults over the FRLEL JUSES Mo R 'C“:i;:‘;:_oﬁ:'g S on
2Igdee?f';f61eaggt?rfgr::lsuc’cireRglsjrize'lyatg)l{ee Y = A'Rcm'r:cfé READ. LOVELESS & MORRELL A/ARIBA
o - S gl £5 DREWITT & SON LTD ©
kindly donated half of the cost so it was ks o R
possible to purchase the land. In 1972 the
build commenced and was named Edward
House, after the founders Phyllis and John.

In March 1974 the first eight adults moved into Edward House and
it was officially opened by singer Matt Monroe, a favourite of Karen
HAVING ¢ last Gsab-  Thess photos show Ed- in support of the projet ane Groves who the charity continues to support to this day. Edward
Saos) Which ??.;’ﬁg{:é:’:é’g Dearooma, l;f; for._ sipgort a0 - Gmaray House was three storeys high and situated on a hill with fantastic
TRl e e e heathland views and each person we supported could choose their
own room décor. All those that lived at the house were funded by

n daily  basis, me_agltbcﬁmg
R i dontia) | stamoh riend Membors .|

their parents and by mid-1975 Edward House was fully occupied
supporting 24 adults.

THE DORSET SPASTICS SOCIETY
'EDWARD HOUSE'

B - e
OPENED 20T JULY (576 BY e el

Hofne pool  investiment g;utﬂrhugdﬂ

I mnan: rears. this re- to the establishment of Fd-
'mggléd 8 drﬂﬂ-};.@w in July, ward House and provision’ of |
1567, ‘it hecame  possible to
place  emphasis oo such A
project, with the late: Mr.
sStan  Stephenson  launching
an sppeal for funds for the
then estimated cost of £45.000
' for & residential’ ‘home - for
spastics over the age’ol 16.
: Iw  April, 1068,  Dorset
! gounty Counell offered land
*at o rensonable price and this

focal facilities for spastics.

officer. in . charge and
hi}hvewii’e_ Mr. and Mrs. Ken |
Hillsdon, ook up  their: ap-
“pointment - in’ January, 1974,
their: brief being to establish
“and run & home for an extra

arge Tamily. 1

Karen Groves, middle

The  ereation  and main-
* tenance of & family atmo-|

Tw ith the sphere’ In which = residents |
Awas  bought, with™ half J : :
7cost donated by Bournemouth po james Drewitt and Son could u\; 1&;;“;‘:% di%ghﬁﬂ
“Round Table. - for building’ was mony a1 i
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b A ppcldom oo s ey ilding; now known as their indefendence, soon,
FulIl Lo S ol was completed came thel- prime objective,
Btmu Iegarciny i et @ end of 1973 at & final - a0 House was'ito be

mmodation, andy in Jure Bt W : puse Was |
;xl;?l. the construction of. sueh cost- of 99,000, So between ' o et pome ofe its kind, |

A TEN-year link forged spastics’ day school was
between young disabled opened in L:mﬁtde T
girl Karen Groves and the  Avenue, Wallisdown.

inge Magl}el&zgmo “When my daughter

ing.of the appeal Y ; iy
1 home was agreed by mem- e, BUNCUIRE L T with no/protetype. Tt e 4|

final eompletion cost had

popular singe hite: Karen out of herself.

helped lift the : Karen attended the school  Before she had been very

Langside School and their in the 60s and 70s a number  shy”, said Derek. ;

residential home, Edward of celebrities visited, Aged 17 Karen moved -

House in Parkstone. including the Kay sisters, from the school to a new
Mrs Phyllis Edwards, Tommy Cooper, Dickie residential home at

herself the mother of a ! : - Edward House in Talbot
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disabled daughter, formed
the Poole, Bournemouth
and Disirict Spastics
Society, as it was then

who started the fund for a

‘new therapy pool, officially
- opening some time later”,

said Derek Groves, Karen'’s

father. s
-The-Seekers were also at

the school in 1967 o open:

' Monro at Langside, they

corresponded regularly

 founders of the society,

Drive. When Matt was
invited in July 1976 to

formally open the £100,000
Edward House, he didn't:

arduous trip from Bognor
Regis to North Wales to

come down to
‘Bournemouth to unveil the

plaque dedicated to the

Credit: Bournemouth Echo

Edward House aimed to preserve

the independence of the residents,
as the adults were referred to in the
seventies. The principal aim was to
create and maintain a family home
atmosphere where all residents could
live together in harmony.
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During this era the medical facilities

at Langside included a local authority
medical officer and they were supervised
by the matron who, besides being a

state registered nurse, was trained in
orthopaedic nursing. The matron was also
able to take children to hospital to see the
paediatrician. There was a well-equipped
physiotherapy room, run by three part-
time chartered physiotherapists. A speech
therapist was employed for two days a
week and undertook special sessions with
the children alongside advising staff on

I
§
i

£350 cheque will buy
-a special bath

CHEQUE for £350 was presented by
pupils of Henry Harbin. School,
Poole, to Mr. F. W. J. Moore, chalrman’ of
Edward House, the new purpose-built
residential hestel for spastic -children in
Talbot Drive, BourntTouth, yesterday.
" The money had been ralsed during r.he

twelve permapent residents up to the age
of sixteen, and also two short-stay beds.to
velieve parents of the burden Lenmrm‘ﬂy

during hn]jdaya weekenﬁs and other: =
108,

Children . slept’ akb the
attended a training cefftretd
pup

£ He said it was dtmcuu. ror

‘and Ir

past term from various events, 1
 talent contest, sponsored walk and raim-s
It had been used to provide a special bath.

Mr., Moore sald it would be a great
advantage. Spastic children could  be
wheeled into the bath in their chalrs and
they had greater confidence.

He thanked the pupils and stafl of the
school for the substantial effort they had
made to raize the money in one term.

Mr. Eenneth Hillsdon, officer-in-charge

suffered by spnsuc children, and he asked
them to treat them with consideration.

.Thé prescntation was made by Allson
Mayhew. Also present was Miss Hazel
Draper, the local spneals nmcu‘ of _the
Bpastic Soclety.

The hostel s administered by Boume-

-mouth, Foole and District Spastics Soclety.

-Echo plcture shows Alison nrc.mm.nn i

the cheque to Mr. Moore, watched by (left

First killer
whale born in
captivity

Beatles
split up

Margaret Thatcher
became the first
woman Prime
Minister of Great
Britain

Sony introduces
the Walkman

children’s problems linked with speech.

at Edward House, sald the object of the  to right) David Van-Hees, Mr, M. Beesley,
hostel was to provide a family atmosphere. Mr. R: J. Meilings, headmnsm-, Mr. K.

A dental surgeon inspected the pupils’ There would be sccommodstion for  Parsons and Miss Druper.
teeth at the school and any work required
was carried out at the surgery on days
especially reserved for the school.

Footballer

The Spastics Sodiety Bobby Moore

retires

First Star Wars
movie is released

The Society changed its name to Dorset Spastics Society at the end of 1974 to reflect how it supported
children and adults across Dorset, not just Poole and Bournemouth. It also hit a critical period in the winter
of 1974/75. Inflation affected resources but thanks to the local authorities agreeing to more realistic fees, a
loan from the national Spastics Society (which was repaid), fundraising events and local contributions the
Society came through the crisis.

In 1976 the Society was in a better financial position and was celebrating its 21st anniversary and a dinner
and dance took place to honour the occasion.

Edward House was also able to accommodate a further ten adults by the end of the 70s. Microsoft

Computer floppy
founded

disks introduced
18




In 1980 the charity celebrated its 25th birthday
and a buffet dance was held to honour

the anniversary during the summer at the
Allendale Centre in Wimborne.

Langside appointed Mrs Kathleen Vandervelde as
headmistress in 1981 and at this fime Langside started
the year with 235 children. Key highlights in a report
by Mrs Vandervelde from 1981 included:

lan Downton was awarded the 'Endeavour Cup’
Children had an outing to Marwell Zoo

The ambulance had been modified with a lift
Many hours were spent on the beach

Outings to the Arndale Centre (now the Dolphin
Centre) and an Easter Fayre in Beales

Christmas lunch and a party was held with Father
Christmas

Christmas concert where mince pies and coffee
were served to parents — and this still remains fo
this day

At Easter the school visited St Marks for a service
(and this still occurs today)

The school provided a wide and varied curriculum

Sports Day was always great fun.

In 1983 the Friends of Ed
ward House was fo d .
a number of devoted : e ted wi i
parents . ere . pported with furth o o
and friends. Activities included swimming sessions enfert:';r:rr::;ets*s an.d ac";"hes‘ The group included
X ‘ evenings, bingo, BBQs and skittle
s‘

The number of 3 e
people Edward H . . R — .
ouse could support in 1987 increased to 28. The centre provided activity holid o
ivity holidays and encoura
ged



In March 1988, a bungalow was purchased

at Kinsbourne Avenue near Ensbury Park to
provide respite care for children aged 2 - 19
years so parents could have a much needed
break. The property had four bedrooms, two
bathrooms, a lounge, dining room and hall.
Up to five children were able to be cared for at
any one time. Marion Lawford was registered
manager at the time, as well as being the
executive officer for the whole charity.

A typical day at the respite home included the
following:
« Popping the kettle on for a cup of tea
e Everyone that stayed overnight had a bath and
got dressed
e Once all ready, breakfast was enjoyed all
together with an opportunity to plan the day'’s
activities
« If it was term time children went off to school... a horn
beeped when the transport arrived
« During the school holidays excursions were
arranged, but first housework and washing had to
be done! Everyone would pile into the bus and then
perhaps take a trip to the beach, the local market, or
to the shops
e Once home the children would watch some tele (on
Thursdays it was usually Top of the Pops), have tea
and then it was bath or shower time before bed.
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Kathleen had the opportunity to send tw

to visit the Peto Insti O members of staff from Langside S :

e A W'L-‘i”}:l;ec,i Lhec::l:;;lo furlmdlng from 'locol businesses. The Pgefo Insfi:u'::;lt:oodljzzgory " 1988

It assisted Langside to take an hsﬁstsi); f;:?oiL”hd:)pfndif” “vesdby ihe means of ConducﬁveZl?;:ioon

supports now. i . : eaching and a numb o '

brcF:Sghf in byIl(lgffillj:;:gfrérr;dtLechorbln'. Kqﬁe/ Miller and Simon Shave, m(-:'zrdoef :siug: ’f?;ec:’] oy 0

the children sit up, and this wo: e;o I, e Programme’ consisted of using wooden Slfotgfaﬂ;]me

started a daily programme f llm er,tqken for half an hour a day. This was a big step SRio elp :
or all pupils. g step for Langside as it

In 1984 a visit from Matthew Kelly to Langside
took place. He spent a few hours chatting to the
children and a number of them wrote to him and
received signed photos and a letter back.

—
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PC introduced by IBM

television screens

Pac-man video game released

The British sitcom Hi-de-hi hit the

DNA first used to convict criminals
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In January 1990 John Ashby became
Deputy Headteacher at Langside.
At this time there were around ten
children per class with one full time
teacher and a classroom assistant,
plus one nurse, two physios and

a speech and language therapist.
The building was split into two to

separate the lower and upper school.

The church was turned intot {

oday’s adult
day centre - Barnabas - and opened in
September 1994 to provide a creative and

Sociable environment for 25 st
ude
between 18-77 years. (NS




the county of Dorset of any person wi

B2

i ny changes. Several
During 1998/99 Edward House saw ma _
residents moved into their own homes and new residents werc=il
welcomed. Residents enjoyed weekends away to France as we

as in England.

SCOpe

Kathleen retired as CEO and in September
1999 Paul Barnard joined Dorset Scope

as Chief Executive. Paul had extensive
experience of managing services for
adults and children with disabilities.

l ) In 1997 the charity was re-named Dorset Sco
O r S e t Dorset Scope promotes the care, welfare, interest, education and advancementin

pe. The vision of the charity was:

th cerebral palsy and any other disabilities.

During 1997 Barnabas put on their
first Christmas show - Grease. This
was very popular and over 20 of the
students took part. The following
year the students and staff put on

a variety show and acts included
singers, dancers, impersonators,
comedians and a choir. Dave Austin
was the Barnabas Manager from
1994 until 2012 then changed roles
to manage the charity’s facilities,
properties, transport and all matters
relating to health and safety, which
he continues to do today.

The Euro introduced
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During 2007 the trustees at the time embarked on a major programme of change designed to modernise
and equip the charity for the changing needs of the sector. By 2011/12 it was fully implemented and the aim
was to ensure that the charity was fit for purpose and able to face an increasingly tough economic climate.

Barnabas was extended in

the year 2000 thanks to a

lotterygrantreceivedin1997

of £120,000 and supported

up to 30 students a day on

a full or part time basis.

Each student had a specific § ; g - S _ A . T

programme of activities i 73 Loy M . e . - fai
tailored to their individual ; ; $k B L N e Al
needs and preferences. The i

range of activities included - In 2002, due to changes in social care, Edward House was due to close and

computers, music, arts and ! went through the process of being sold, as did many other residential homes
crafts, gardening, fitness, R for those with disabilities. The proceeds of the sale of Edward House enabled
numeracy, swimming, drama, R - the purchase of 12 properties with Golden Lane Housing as landlords for
horse riding and therapies. | = : ; supported living, and the aim was to give people their own lives and freedom.

From 2001 - 2011 Margaret Rustici was registered manager for Smithers. The
service continued to support children from 2-19years and aimed to provide a
home-from-home, providing parents a much needed rest. The house included a
large lounge, good size garden, an annexe for soft play and a play house. Activities
were varied and included art, crafts and games.

Between and those supported in Edward House
movedintotheirownhomestobe supported 24/7bythe charity’s
team. The first official supported living bungalow opened with
Graeme and Simon moving in, who are both supported by the
charity still today. In addition the registered home at 19 Manor
Avenue became unregistered and turned into a supported living
bungalow. In June the last residents of Edward House
moved into their own supported living bungalow and Edward
House closed in
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Project My Time and Term Time
provided activities to children
with disabilities during the

school holidays and after school
from 2007. This was managed by
Cate Reade and Amiee Barnett.

In Langside School was awarded special school status and its fundamental
aims were to focus on providing a broad and balanced curriculum that was relevant,
cohesive and challenging to the social, intellectual, physical and emotional needs
of every pupil. The school was supporting at the beginning of the

noughties who all had a statement of special educational needs relating to physical
and learning disabilities. The school had five groups which roughly coincided with key
stages. All children at Langside followed a course of study determined by attainment
targets of the national curriculum but tailored to individual needs. There were eight
qualified and experienced teachers, full time therapy support, two full time nurses,
three part-time physiotherapists, a full time occupational therapist, two part time
speech therapists, three physio assistants and 12 learning support assistants.

-
-

Kylie Minogue steps out in
her famous gold hot pants

|||||||

Pop Idol debuted

[ Welcome to Thefacebook ]

|| Thetscebeok is an online direstory thet connecs people through social retworks at colleges,
""""""""""" ‘We have opened up Thefacebook for pooular consumption at Harvard University.

o can use Thefacebook 1o:
# Search for people at your school
& Find ot who are in your classes
® ook up your friends' friends
® S 8 visualization of your social network

To get started, click balow to register. If you have already registered, you can log in.

| fogenai | oo |

Usa twitr to stay in touch with your friends ail the time. i you have a call and
can bet, you'll never be bored sgain.. EVER!

0 DS D W S IO Y

st Gt T3 ety o 500 o, met
e ot murSer

S Ui o e o4

Twitter introduced

) PopIdol

Hit film Slumdog Millionaire released
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CHAPTER 9

Paul Barnard stepped down

as CEO and Mark Powell was
appointed in October 2010 to
take on the role. Prior to this
Mark’s role at Diverse Abilities
was business operations and
marketing and he joined the
charity in February 2010. Paul

continued to work for Diverse
Abilities as the Director of
Development until April 2011.

In 2010 the charity also changed its name to Diverse Abilities
Plus following a consultation with people the charity supported.
It was chosen to reflect the charity’s support of a diverse range
of people with all manner of physical and/or learning disabilities
and aims to portray its positive ethos and focus on people’s
abilities rather than their disabilities.

Dive\rse\ol\)sg\'\t'\es

'ths « empower: e W
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! was still part of the charity and

Two local organisations supporting those with disabilities joined the charity

in 2010 - Disability Wessex that offers advice and advocacy and Coping with
CHAOS, providing activities after school and in the holidays, a youth club and
activities for children with disabilities and their siblings. This brought an extra
dimension to Diverse Abilities Plus at the time and further supported those
connected to the charity and further afield.

coping with

CHA'S

/' DISABILITY
= WESSEX

In 2010 the charity employed Helen Mortimer
as Fundraising Manager. Over the course of
the next few years she appointed a team to
increase the number of fundraising events
that took place to raise vital funds, obtain
corporate and community support, raise
awareness in the local area and attend
events, such as the Dorset County Show.
Key initiatives from the fundraising team
during 2010 - 2014, have included the Gold
Challenge, Great Dorset Bake Sale, Dragon
Boat Race, It’s a Knockout and many more.

Langside celebrated its 50th
anniversary in 2010 and to mark

the occasion staff at the school 8
N

successfully completed a 50km
sponsored walk to raise £12,000
towards the required £50,000
for a new minibus. During this
year five students at Langside
also were presented with Duke
of Edinburgh Awards - a great
achievement for them and a first
for the school.

During 2011/12 practical support in the home
via Shapes was provided to 20 children,
overnight occupancy at Smithers increased and
demand remained strong with 34 families being
able to regularly enjoy short breaks, while their
child’s needs were met by the staff.

During 2011/12 the charity’s supported living team provided 24/7 care to 31 adults in their
own homes. A big step was made to reduce the use of agency staff and a flexi team approach
was adopted. During this time the charity were able to celebrate enabling some of the people §
supported to achieve their dreams: Chrissie and Karen regularly spent a few hours at home
unsupported; Lawrence studied at college; Andrew took his first steps at 54 years and Simon
and Graeme were able to move into a new home - the man cave! During this time, Barnabas
had started to look at ways to help adults supported to be inspired to do things they would
never dream possible, whether it was a hobby, qualification or an experience.

T

\ INVESTORS

, 2 IN PEOPLE

~—,

Langside supported between
g 21 and 24 children during

the 2011/12 period and two
school residential trips took
place, including a trip to
Cornwall with fun adventures
such as zip wiring, archery
and boat trips.
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Throughout 2011/12 Disability Wessex
focused primarily on benefits advice

and support and during the year 96%

of benefit appeals were won. The team
were working towards increasing the
number of lasting power of attorneys and
deputyship work undertaken in 2012/13,
while continuing to assist more clients
with an affordable advice service.

33

In early 2011 the volunteer strategy was reviewed and
Diverse Abilities Plus embarked on a recruitment campaign
to enhance the service offered by the charity. Volunteers
were very important for the charity during the noughties,
especially with bungalow refurbs, painting and gardening at
the services alongside attending events. Many corporations
and individuals have been involved with the charity over the
last few years and their support continues to be vital for
Diverse Abilities in the future.

During 2012 Phyllis was
awarded a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Wessex Charity
Awards for founding the charity
back in 1955. The award also
acknowledged how the charity
has changed many people’s lives
and evolved into supporting
hundreds of children and adults,
and their families, in Dorset.

Phyllis Edwards

The 2012/13 period was quite difficult for the supported living
team due to the reduction of rates and government cuts to
reduce costs. But even though the service saw a reduction in
hours of 2.5% from the previous year the team managed to
overcome the difficulty and supported more adults than in
2011/12. Barnabas continued to grow and supported 52 adults
during the 2012/13 year. The service also started a horticulture
project at Kingston Lacy allowing adults to test out their green
fingers and manage an allotment.

During the 2013/14 year the charity did well by
investing in people and assets while complying

with its reserve policy and achieved budget. The
Children’s Team saw a growth in numbers during
the year and supported nearly 600 families. Shapes
delivered 8,343 hours of support. Overnight stays at Z,
Smithers increased to 41 families being able to enjoy
a short break while their child or young person’s
needs were being supported and the short break
home received ‘good rating’ by Ofsted in 2014. Over
145 children were part of Project My Time, Term
Time and Hangout, an increase on the previous year.

Langside numbers increased
to support 25 children in
2012/13 and the arrival of
Jon Seaward as Principal was
the biggest change for the
school at this time following
the retirement of John
Ashby, the previous head
teacher for 22 years.

Disability Wessex provided advice to
475 clients in 2012/13 over a total
number of 580 cases. The numbers
increased dramatically during this time
from the previous year, mainly due

to the impact of the changes to the
benefits system and assessments.
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Langside’s pupil numbers Coping with CHAOS play opportunities The Adult Services team increased the number of adults in supported

increased during 2013/14. supported 368 families over the year living to 35 during 2013/14. Many staff achieved qualifications and

During the year some research 2013/14 and provided 6518 hours team members were praised for their work by the Care Quality OT Of

was conducted and it was found of support, again an increase on the Commission. Barnabas continued to grow and was in high demand. It S N AP S H

that Langside is utterly unique. previous year. During 2014 the service supported 58 adults at this time and those that attended Barnabas

There is no other school exactly also celebrated its 15th birthday. loved taking day trips to Holton Lee and walking Elfin, the charity’s

like Langside in the whole of the 2 R I therapy pony, around the grounds. In addition Barnabas celebrated S -
UK, so the school’s offer is very . - - its 21st anniversary during 2014 with a party at the service. The day g
special. The school introduced a T g included a quiz, games, a giant feast and a disco. /f

new curriculum which it began
to implement.

t.

Prince William and Catherine Middleton
got married

The Advice Team provided 493 clients with support during 2013/14. Support The charity went through a consultation process in 2014 and i SIS
provided included benefits advice, appeal hearing representation, lasting power changed the name to Diverse Abilities. The decision was made to . ' . . . )
. . Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth
of attorney, deputyships, employment and support allowance. It also introduced simplify the name, while still reflecting that we support children Same sex marriage became legal
writing wills in 2014. and adults with a range of abilities.

Oiversefwilities

Dorsets pisability Chari®y

Hit TV series Breaking Bad hit the screens Driverless cars hit the roads
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Over the past 60 years the charity has changed the lives of
hundreds of children and adults, helping them to gain greater
confidence and independence through the provision of a lifetime
of education, opportunities and support. Diverse Abilities
remains dedicated to supporting their needs today and the needs
they will have tomorrow while enabling them to experience a
lifetime of opportunities and challenges.

CHAPTER10 [ @w

Sixty years on, the charity now supports over 600 children and adults with disabilities across
Dorset and enables them to reach their full potential through a range of services.

The charity is proud to offer a lifetime partnership to the people it supports and today it provides

specialist services to: All the services provided reflect the charity’s founding

) ) - ) purpose. The needs of the individual are paramount and the
e Children and their families at Langside School needs of the family are never forgotten.
e Families who access day and overnight shorts breaks for their children
The charity provides a truly integrated and flexible support

e Children and their families who access domiciliary services ; : I
network to help each person achieve their full potential.

e Children and their families who access holiday and youth club activities

e Adults who access day opportunities We provide a little bit of sunshine to the people we support, giving

e Adults who enjoy living in their own home them everything they need to have an enjoyable and fulfilling life.

e Adults who needs advice and guidance on a range of disability matters and

health conditions. Our services are full of fun, laughter and joy. Staff work

extremely hard to support the people’s needs and ensure
every day is fun, fulfilling and challenging.

As well as continuing to fundraise for the charity’s existing work,
the charity intends to make some significant improvements to its
buildings in the coming years. This will really enhance the support
and quality provided to hundreds of local people with disabilities.

Fundraising is essential for the services to be sustainable and the
small team continues to run events each year to raise funds to
support the services.

When looking ahead, Diverse Abilities has learnt it will never be
easy, however it will work hard to ensure the people supported
have the services they deserve.
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CHAPTER 11 OUR

»7 worked at Langside for 22 years and

was employed as Deputy Headteacher

in January 1990. 1 was then prornoted

to Headteacher in 1994 when Mrs
Vandervelde became Chief Executive. In
20111 also took on the role of managing

all the children’s services at the charity.
When I first arrived the school had about
40 pupils and 1 had'responsibility for

a class mostly with moderate special
needs. There were a few pupils with

more complex needs that were taught in

a special class group. Now all the pupils

{n the school have very complex needs and the puilding can
only accommodate up to about 28 because of all the specialist
equipment they needed. The school has become something of
a centre of excellence for supporting pupils with very complex
needs.

I think the hightights for me, and My favourite memories
of working at the school will always involve my time spent
with the pupils and particularty on residential visits. There
have been sO many over the years that it is hard to single
any one particular one out. You learn so much more about
the pupils, their personalities and needs, and the impact on
families, when you spend twenty four hours a day for a week
with them. The fact that we have been able to offer sO many
opportunities to the pupils will always be a source of pride
for me. Trips abroad to Germany, Malta, France and Jersey
together with "adventure holidays” going sailing, canoeing
and abseiling in wheelchairs, were fantastic experiences for
the children and, I would like to think, we have given them the
opportunity to experience things they may not have otherwise
done '
~ John Ashby,
Previous Headteacher and
Head of the Children's Team at Diverse Abilities

nd I have be

for nearly 25 Ve

nchild initi
Mmithers rk un + IN1tially proyi |
R Secured th til a legacy fror;d}elz 1? a chalet
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Sue attendeg s benefactOr.plte home, Whlc?lev(\j,aand
the charity's S{:angsjde o s
Was one of the bported livin Sl’)iaris and ha

"The charity has been part of my life since 1 was a baby SO you
could say Lam part of the furniture! My mur, Susan Roberts,
and grandmother, Kathleen vandervelde, were a big part

of the charity and I have continued to pe involved, NOowW as

Depuly Manager at Barnabas.

1 used to go to the playgroup that my murm ran at Langside
during the school holidays called Acron, which was the

start of the short breaks for parents with children that had

5 disability. TWO of the ladies 1 supported at Barnabas when
1joined, and still attend to this day, used to go along to the

| playgroup so I have known them a long time and have a close

'\ connection with them.

1 started helping out at Barnabas when 1 was 12 years old and have known rr_iany
of the families and people we support since then. I went to college and studied

care, then joined the charity officially in supported living when 1 was 18. Aftera 4
o Katie, who still attends Ver the s
: L

year 1 joined Barnabas and provided one-to-one supportt holig e
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Ihopel continue tO be part of the charity's future. 1would also like My daughter to

be involved and continue the family tradition.’ suppo
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Chelsey Mills, Barnabas Deputy Managey rse Abill'ties
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Phyllis Edwards, Founder -
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n 4

'] remember when one afterno
Thodack Galloway (someone
supported at Edward House)
shouted ‘T hate you' - I raéked-
my brains as to what had caused
this amiable and well liked man to
hate me but could find no reason.
A couple of days later the episode
repeated and a third time he

knocked on my office door and said
the same thing. I invited him into

my office and asked him ‘what have

I done to make you hate
me so much?’ - a very exci
Thordack shouted ‘No, No, No, I don't hate yo{l fcs;;id

© Is supporteq by D

and hav. ;
ad ’Nd m .
ults carrigge ri(;r;;fles of driving g

-

asking you if I could hel e
p you — misun :
and we became the best of friends. dersiondiny so i

Tony Allen, Edward House Manager 1989 - 1998

“After receiving the letters from the nine
our own phone and I had to walk a goo
always forget to call someone Or mentio

d half a mile to make call

to be arranged. At the time John and I did not have
s and arrangements. I remember many a time, I'd
o1had to go back again!”

Phyllis Edwards, Founder
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Manger used to go along and feed Katie Miller.
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of the many services 1
first church service S
1 to the front of

eelchail
se of the conductive €

1 have great memories
Easter and at harvest time. The
Bennett, take himself in his wh

never done that before but becau
CEO of the charity

Kathleen Vandervelde, previous Langside Headmistress and

‘I have some
brilliant memories
from my time at
Barnabas. The
staff shows were
fantastic and I
always remember
Mar;y enjoying
t the ‘itsy bitsy
, teeny weeny’
song.”

paRns Dave Austi
ous Barnabas Managelllfsm:i'
an

5 p
urrent Facilities Manager
at the charity

“Looking at the chari )
Charlty now. it i i i

organisation c i w, itis remarkable to think '

the Bournem(')iil,:;e]:;l;7(1O being as a result of a Sy adg;iighe whole

amazing charjty and ; %5 cho1955, 1 aln Broudia berparte gfl i Ln

MR R SO A pe its work can contin R such an
people with disabilities flourish and live hlal;'g;niigétg th; future so

; ¢ pendent lives.”

Phyllis Edwards, Founder

“Marilyn is the real
foundet of the
+ ‘charity”

Phyllis Edwards
with daughter
Marilyn
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§
"During my time as CEO [ saw many changes. We worked hard with the adults who lived at Edward House to

move them into their own homes and with support that met their needs much more individually. This was a
great move for them and what we provided was very unique to Dorset at the time. [ was particularly proud of and
grateful for the support and sheer hard work from all staff that went into making the moves a success.

My role in the organisation was mainly administrative, developmental and strategic, but there were times of great
staff pressures, particularly in the early days, when I had to work some shifts in Smithers, Edward House and

No 19. Ireally enjoyed working more directly with the children and adults we support and gained an invaluable
understanding of the dedication and 'heart' that so characterises many who work with the children and adults. It
wasn't all rosy though; when the Norovirus struck both the people living at Edward House and the staff, those of
us on duty and remaining healthy, were not allowed to leave the home for 3 or 4 days!

There was a name change too, of course. Whilst not universally welcomed, the new name of Diverse Abilities Plus
did deliver a strong message about celebrating ability, and the strap-line endorsed the strongly held principles

of support, empowerment and inclusion. The last few years since I retired have been marked by changes in
Government policy and payment streams, and scything cuts to the welfare budget, [ have been pleased to watch
Diverse Abilities adapt, grow, prosper and continue to celebrate individuality, choice and control for all those it

supports. Long may it continue to do so.’

"My time with the charity started in 1991 when I volunteered at Langside School and helped with the IT. As
time went on [ got more involved and assisted the teachers in the classes and on school trips. [ was then very
privileged to be asked to become a school governor in 1993, a trustee of the charity and on the committee at
Barnabas in 1994, plus I also was on the first Smithers committee in 2001. I became the Vice Chairman of the
trustees in 1995 and took over from the Chairman in 1999. I stood down as Chairman in 2010 but continued to
be part of the charity as a trustee and a governor at Langside until 2011.

During my 20 years at the charity [ saw many positive changes and we really progressed and expanded, which
meant we could support more people with disabilities. Some great memories include the school trips, which
were always good fun. I remember on a trip to Malta, one of the people we supported at the time, Thordack was
asked what the best part of his holiday was. He replied — playing cards with Graham on the plane. It was lovely

to hear and made me laugh.”

Graham Mallet, previous Chairman of the trustees

“I have worked for the charity
for 11 years. I initially started
working at Edward House

and was there for six months
before moving onto supported
living working with Graeme
and Simon, which I still do to

this day.

When the guys moved into

J/ M their new home — the ‘man
g ﬁi cave' it was just fantastic.

T You could tell Graeme loved

om the expression on his face. Moving in_tc?
d had such a positive

it just fr Azdal
the property changed his life an .
offect. He had quite a few ups and downs before this

point so it was great to see how the charity had a
encouraging impact on his tifer

Emma Wray,
Supported Living Team Leader

Paul Barnard, previous CEO at Diverse Abilities during 1999 — 2010

~Wantto leave as my Dad work

personality of the year at Lan

er they gside too as I 1o
riding and Swimming. When I reached AT gfddn}’}corse

ed there as a chef.

; ycled pieces and rubbi
love being part of the Barnabas shows tgi)S{L e

Si
mon Shave, age 40, Supported by Diverse Abilities

"I have been with the charity for 14 years when I started working at Edward House as a _Team Leader
for Jeff, Karen, Chrissy, Tim, Eric, Linda and Lawrence. From January 2002 I started going thrqu_gh the
process of talking to parents, carers and people we supported about the change to supported living. I
moved over to supported living and was a Team Leader for Eric, Lynda, Karen and Chrissy.

e we support was such an amazing experience and something I'll treasure forever.

' ith the peopl :
Working w1 ¢ REPR f the people I worked with before.

I am still very lucky to be involved with the charity and get to see some O

Chrissy and I used to bake cakes and she was also so amazed how they

I have is when
AloveyenicH) omeone would cook

grew. At Edward House it was an experience that would never have h_appened ass
the cakes and they would just appear. Supported living provided the independence for people supported

to do something themselves and see how things change or grow. I used to love how she was so amazed
by the cakes rising and hearing her squeal with excitement.’

Stephanie Vaughan, Trainer and Assessor at Diverse Abilities
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who provided

«  advice and guidance.
. Sixmonths on the first
| Premises were officially

- opened by the Mayor

- - of Bournemouth Cllr.

ughby on 23 February 1956 - this

tall began. We only had one'gas

O heat water and cook dinner for the

inger children, and the older children

| elpers were provided dinners by the
memouth Police on Madeira Road in
‘Canteen. Everyone pulled together to

ort us.”

Phyllis Edwards, Founder

A=Y '] was overwhelmed with

Qﬁ M’" the replies from the nim_e
M people and was SO glad it

was a success. A number
of professionals alsc?
got in touch including
a physiotherapist fro_m
Bournemouth Hospital.
i She wanted to do more for
those with disabilities in the area, W_h1ch wasn
great news and meant we had our first peg?o
that could help the children we supported.

! ¥ | DORSET'SPIS
L s civersaat

Phyllis Edwards, Founder

"

“When I started as the new
in 2012, I was struck by two t
the children were and secon
commitment given by all of the st
~ of Langside make fora truly inspir

principal of Langside School
hings, firstly how wor_1_derfu1
dly the level of care and

he staff. The children and staff
ational school.

éipal of Lahgéidé School and

ward, Prin '
Jonathan Sea Head of the Children’s Team

[ joined Langside School in January 1999 to cover
maternity leave and soon became part of the family. My

~ role is extremely varied with all the usual administrative

tasks, and I am always on hand to help parents in any
way possible. The most rewarding part is seeing the
children every day with their smiles and vocalisations,
and to watch them grow and flourish over the years. I
have seen many changes but have always enjoyed my

‘time here working with the wonderful children and staff.”

~ Joan Skinner, Langside School Secretary

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO
SUBMITTED STORIES FOR OUR

MEMORY BOOK.

How your support
will help.

£10 could buy a percussion musical
instrument to provide fun and engaging
music sessions for both children and adults
with disabilities and sensory impairments

£18 is enough to fund a therapeutic
swimming session for an adult with
disabilities.

£50 could fund a place at the charity's special
youth club for young people with disabilities.

£100 will fund our entire nursing team
for an hour, monitoring children’'s health,
administering medicines constantly and
dealing with emergencies.

Your donation will make a huge difference.

Thank you for reading this book. If you
have any questions please e-mail
jenny.pearce@diverseabilities.org.uk
or call 01202 718266.

Make a donation to our future and be part
of the next 60 years of Diverse Abilities.

(First name ) (Last name

(Address

( ) (Posteode

Yes - I'll help children and adults with disabilities in Dorset:

O £10 O£\§ O:E,?S Other amount of: (.ﬁ )

I\

O | enclose a cheque made payable to: Diverse Abilities
b
by

FundRaising
Standards Board

OR

Please debit my
Visa/AMEX/MasterCard/CAF Charity Card/Maestro (please circle your card type)

Card Number Card security code: OOO
000010000000 00000R00 e

(Maestro only)

) Expiry Date: OO-OO
- Yo O0-00-00

Please return this form to:
Freepost RTES-KTBR-KKUG, Diverse Abilities , Unit C,
Acorn Business Park, Ling Road, Poole, BH12 4NZ

Name of Cardholder (

Help us to continue supporting children’s and adults with
disabilities, and their families, for many years to come.

Play your part now.
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